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The One Year Initiative (1Yi) 

 
“Some people support a right wing government, others support a left wing government. I support 
a political system that prevents any government making decisions against the will of the people.” 

 
“A strange and valuable experience where one could breathe the air of equality and where normal 

human motives like snobbishness, greed, and fear of authority had ceased to exist” 
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1. THE VISION and MISSION 
  
1.1 The Vision 
 
We, the people of Ireland, are the decision-makers, a responsibility we previously 
entrusted to others, to manage the affairs of our nation. Together, we will provide a 
better future for our children and future generations.  
 
1.2 The Mission 
 
We are seeking a signed declaration from all candidates in the next General 
Election that, if elected, they will call for / support / approve: 
 

1.2.1 The People’s Assembly 
Within six months of the next government taking office, a People’s Assembly 
will be established to devise a mechanism for people-initiated referendums.  

 
1.2.2 The People’s Referendum 
One Year from the date the People’s Assembly is established, a referendum 
will be held. The purpose of the referendum is to allow the people of Ireland 
to vote and decide if People-Initiated Referendums should be put into the 
Irish Constitution. There would be two types of People-Initiated referendums.  
 

1.2.2.1 Public Veto  
With the introduction of Public Veto referendums, members of the 
public would be provided with the power to initiate/trigger a 
referendum to prevent or repeal legislation.  
 
1.2.2.2 Public Initiatives 
This instrument would provide the people with the power to 
initiate/trigger a referendum to introduce new legislation or a 
constitution amendment.  
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2. WHAT is the problem? 
The Irish political system is not fit for purpose and the people of Ireland need to 
take this once in a lifetime opportunity to change how political decisions are made 
in Ireland.  
 

3. WHY is it a problem? 
There are three major reasons why our political system is failing: 
 
3.1 Misrepresentation  

The Irish political system used in Ireland is known as Representative 
Democracy. This means the power and decision-making process is entirely in 
the hands of representatives who are elected by the people once every five (5) 
years. However, this system also allows governments to make decisions 
against the will of the same people who elected and entrusted them to 
manage the country on their behalf. Promises are made to constituents and 
then, when elected, governments renege and implement policies and laws 
irrespective of the views and against the will of the people of Ireland. The 
problem is further exacerbated by a whip system that requires an elected 
representative to vote according to the party of which they are members. 
They do this regardless of the will of the constituency they were elected to 
represent.  
 

3.2 Accountability 
The Irish political system allows politicians to make decisions knowing they 
won’t be held accountable for their actions.  

 
3.3 Citizen Empowerment 

The Irish political system restricts and limits citizen participation in making 
decisions impacting the lives of Irish citizens. At present, the Government 
appoints people to manage institutions and public bodies based on their 
relationship with the present government and not their qualifications for the 
position. This means that a person who is unqualified and inexperienced could 
be given a responsibility to manage matters of social, economic and 
environmental importance to the detriment of our society as a whole. A 
person may be given this responsibility just because they are a talented orator 
or have the right political connections even if they have a proven track record 
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of being unable to manage large projects effectively and within budget. 
Ireland is a modern society with an educated population who are capable of 
making the best decisions in regards to matters that affect them and the Irish 
people as a whole.  

 
There have been some recent examples to demonstrate just how dysfunctional the 
Irish political system has been: 
 

I. Bank Bondholders Bail Out debt: The current Irish government (a coalition of 
Fine Gael and Labour) were elected during the 2011 general elections with 
the mandate not to pay bank bondholder debt for which the people of Ireland 
were not responsible. However, as soon as the formalities of forming the new 
coalition were complete, the government began making repayments on these 
loans contrary to the promises made to the electorate. 
 

II. Irish Water / Water charges: The Irish government decided to introduce water 
charges even though water was already being paid through higher Taxation 
such as road and income tax. The government claimed this was necessary for 
a number of ever evolving reasons which did not stand up to logical scrutiny, 
such as: 

• Conservation. The Government’s original assertion that a volume tax 
on water was for conservation reasons was clearly untrue. Whilst stating 
that over fifty percent of our water is lost through leaks, they implied 
that a bogeyman of waste existed who took joy in turning on taps 
unnecessarily, wasting our precious water. This argument was firmly put 
to bed when the government decided to back track and introduce a flat 
rate of tax, proving conservation was never a concern in the first place. 

• Investment. The Government stated that investment was imperative as 
our water system is in a state of disrepair. While we can all agree that 
our system is in dire need of repair, all this argument does is raise the 
question as to what has been done with the money we currently pay to 
maintain and upgrade our water system? Either way, it doesn’t justify 
using the ridiculous levels of public finances to set up a new company 
called Irish Water and install meters in every household in the country. It 
has since been established that the water meters have a lifespan of ten 
to fifteen years, at which point further costs will be required to replace 
meters. Again, further evidence of short-term thinking and poor 
decision-making from government. 
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• E.U. requirement. We were informed that the introduction of water 
charges is an E.U. requirement. It was originally stated that water 
charges were introduced as it was necessary to comply with an E.U. 
directive. However, it was later revealed that, due to Ireland’s climate, 
we were exempt from this directive and were under no obligation to 
introduce water charges.  

 
During this time, hundreds of thousands of Irish citizens took to the streets to 
complain about these charges. Although the size of the protests, petitions, opinion 
polls and public surveys clearly indicated that the people of Ireland wanted the 
government to scrap the additional water charges, the government continued to 
ignore the will of the people and pushed ahead with implementation. 

 
The above examples illustrate that the real issue isn’t the fact that government can 
ignore the wishes of the people. The issue is that the people of Ireland have no way 
to stop governments making decisions against their wishes. When a government 
goes into power, representative democracy allows them to make decisions without 
any accountability for their actions, no matter how ludicrous those decisions may be.  

4. WHO can fix this problem? 
YOU! Every Irish citizen has a once in a lifetime opportunity to take one action that 
will take back Ireland’s future and give power back to the people of Ireland. It’s not 
complicated. It’s not illegal. It can be done. If you are over eighteen years old and 
registered to vote, you have the power to change this political system forever and 
put the future of Ireland in the hands of the people of Ireland. It doesn’t matter what 
your political, social, economic or environmental views and opinions are. This 
solution allows every person to have a future where true democracy can exist. A 
future where the people of Ireland can hold elected politicians accountable for their 
actions.  

5. HOW can this problem be fixed? 
We, you and I, can use the power of our vote to ensure the Irish political system is 
upgraded. In order to achieve the fairest and most inclusive political system, we just 
need to enhance our political system with one single element of the participative 
democracy used in Switzerland, a country recognized as one of the most democratic 
countries in the world.    
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5.1 ‘People-Initiated’ referendums 
The Swiss system is similar to the democracy used in Ireland in that citizens vote for 
representatives who then decide on policy initiatives. However, there are crucial 
differences. Switzerland enjoys a tried and tested system that ensures power 
ultimately remains with the people rather than elected representatives. A key 
element of the Swiss democracy allows any citizen to call for and initiate a 
referendum without the consent of elected representatives and even in opposition 
to government decisions.  
 
Introducing this element of the Swiss system in lieu of the Irish system would 
significantly enhance democracy in Ireland. It would allow Irish citizens to deliberate 
and participate in the decision making of the country if they wish to do so.  

It would provide a democracy that strives to create opportunities for all members of 
a population to make meaningful contributions to decision-making, and seeks to 
broaden the range of people who have access to such opportunities. This is not the 
case with the current representative democracy paradigm. As outlined, the 
introduction of people-initiated referendums would provide citizens with the power 
to veto government legislation and, in addition, provide the people with the power 
to create new legislation. 

Currently, in Ireland, political parties use the party whip to ensure its members do 
what they are told by the party irrespective of the wishes of the people. If the 
introduction of ‘people-initiated’ referendums were implemented in Ireland, it 
would create accountability from elected representatives. Instead of having no say 
between elections, the people of Ireland become the whip for all elected political 
parties and politicians. If politicians tried to introduce legislation against the will of 
the people, the people can constitutionally trigger a mechanism that will prevent 
government from doing so without a decision being made by the people by 
referendum. 
Simply put, if the people of Ireland had people-initiated referendums to 
complement the current representative democracy system, it would mean elected 
representatives would manage the country’s affairs with the approval of the people. 
If, however, elected politicians tried to force through legislation against the will of 
its citizens, there would be a process that allowed those citizens to legally stop 
them.  
 
(A referendum is a process similar to any election. Each citizen is asked to vote Yes or No to a 
specific question rather than vote for a person. The votes are then counted. If the number of 
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citizens who vote YES is greater than the number of citizens who vote NO, then the wishes of 
those who votes YES must be accepted by all the citizens and, more importantly, the 
government.)  
 
The process for calling a ‘people-initiated’ referendum would not be complicated. A 
citizen would gather signatures from X% of the voting population who support the 
citizen’s request. When the signatures are gathered, the government will be 
compelled under law to begin the process to hold a referendum.  
 
To give an example of how a ‘Public Veto’ referendum would work, we can use Irish Water and the 
Water Bill. The Irish Government, the Seanad and the President of Ireland pushed through a 
Water Bill against the will of hundreds of thousands of Irish citizens. If ‘people-initiated’ 
referendums were in the Irish Constitution, a citizen could organize gathering of the required 
number of signatures and subsequently compel government under law to hold a ‘Public Veto’ 
referendum on the issue. If the results concluded that the majority of those who voted wanted the 
charges to be abolished, the Government would be required under law to abolish them. If, on the 
other hand, the majority of the citizens wanted the Water Bill and water charges to remain, then 
they would. This is true democracy! What’s most important is the fact that the citizens had a say 
and decided the outcome. 
 
To give another example, this time of a ‘Public Initiative’ referendum, we can use the topic of our 
natural resources. There is public concern that the natural resources in Ireland will be privatised. If 
‘people-initiated’ referendums were in the Irish Constitution, a citizen could gather the required 
number of signatures and subsequently compel government under law to hold a ‘Public Initiative’ 
referendum to protect the natural resources from privatisation. If the results concluded that the 
majority of those who voted supported the initiative, the Government would be required to 
ensure law is passed and adhered to. 
 
Having ‘people-initiated’ referendums included in the Irish Constitution would 
complement our political system. It would add a safety net for all the people against 
legislation made by any government against the will of the people. Ireland is a 
modern, educated nation. People-initiated referendums would not weaken 
representative democracy. On the contrary, it would begin a shift towards a 
democracy where government worked with the people rather than working for the 
people. 
 
5.2 Revision of the current Referendum process  
If Ireland introduced ‘people-initiated’ referendums to the Irish Constitution, the 
referendum process should also be revised and improved. For example:  

• It should be mandatory for the media to report equally both sides of the 
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referendum.  

• All official documentation should include the Pro’s and Con’s on voting both 
“Yes” and “No” prior to voting on the referendum. (These pro’s and con’s 
should be reviewed and agreed upon by a larger subset of the population 
rather than a government body.) 

• There should be an introduction of a minimum time period before a second 
referendum could be held on the same question.   

If you support this initiative and would like to see ‘people-initiated’ referendums 
introduced in Ireland, the good news is: you can! This solution is totally achievable. 
Please don’t consider this change far-fetched. All you need to do is vote for change. 
Use the power of your vote to influence politicians and instigate the enhancement 
of our political system that everyone desires. All the main political parties recognise 
the need for change, so much so, they all talked about it in their 2011 General 
Election manifestos. This of course did not happen because our political system is 
structured so that there are no consequences for reneging on election promises. 
The political class promised reform, but it didn’t happen, yet they remained 
untouchable. Please do not be fooled twice!  

Extracts from the main polit ical party 2011 manifestos  

Fine Gael 
Behind the wreckage of our banking system, our health service, our public finances and the jobs market, 
lies a cosy culture of cronyism and low standards that infiltrated the top of our political and public service 
systems under recent Governments.  

It is a culture that abandoned the principles underpinning the Republic by distorting the power and 
resources of the State for the benefit of the few, not the many. It allowed special interests to crowd out the 
public interest. It pushed the interests of citizens behind those of powerful elites.  

What are also needed are fundamental changes in the structures and systems of the State itself to improve 
the quality of governance experienced by the country. It is these fundamental changes that form the basis 
of this manifesto, all linked together by a 5-Point Plan that will overhaul the way our political system works 
to stamp out cronyism and low standards.  

Labour 

Labour’s pledge is that Ireland will never again be vulnerable to the kinds of abuses of corporate and 
political power that have risked our country’s sovereignty. To restore confidence at home and abroad in 
public governance, Ireland must make significant changes to the culture and framework within which 
business is conducted.  
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That applies both to the formal rules of corporate governance and to the relationship between money and 
politics. Labour will rid Ireland of its ‘Crony Capitalism’ image, and restore trust in our democracy.  

Fianna Fail 
It is absolutely clear that no significant programme of political reform which involves amending the 
constitution can succeed without a real engagement with citizens during the process of drafting proposals. 
There are many ideas for how this can be achieved but none have yet been proven. It is important to avoid 
a situation where expert advisers become disproportionately influential in framing debate and drafting 
recommendations.  

 
Sinn Fein 
The political system has failed the people of Ireland….. 
The political system is dominated and corrupted by the privileged, paralysed by clientelism and dynastic 
politics, and resistant to change. The Oireachtas has consistently failed to exert sufficient scrutiny over the 
Government and public bodies.  
Sinn Fe ́in believes that it is time for fundamental political reform. The current system is not fit for purpose.  

 
The Government’s Statement of Common Purpose 
In the coalition government’s Statement of Common Purpose, they said: Our political system, if it is to 
regain credibility and relevance, must change too. 
 

6.THE PROCESS for change 
	
The process to change the political system can be achieved in three steps. You hold 
greater power than you might know.  
 
6.1 Step one: Vote only the political representatives who publically declare in 

writing their commitment to the 1Yi mission/objective.  
 
Within six months of the next government taking office, a People’s Assembly 
will be established to devise a mechanism for people-initiated referendums. 
One Year from the date the People’s Assembly is formed, a referendum will 
be held. The referendum will allow the people of Ireland to vote and decide if 
People-Initiated Referendums (Public Veto & Public Initiatives) should be put 
into the Irish Constitution. If the majority of Irish citizens vote only those 
political representatives who support the One Year Initiative, it could mean 
the start of significant change in the Irish political system. It would mean the 
majority of elected representatives would form a government with a clear 
agenda from Irish citizens – The opportunity to decide if the Irish Constitution 
should be amended to permit changes to the Irish Constitution and Irish Law 
through people-initiated referendums.  
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6.2 Step two: The government will establish a People’s Assembly within twenty-

four (24) weeks of taking office. The assembly will undertake responsibility to 
devise the mechanisms for the two elements of participatory/direct 
democracy, Public Veto and Public Initiatives. The starting point of the 
mechanisms will be Articles 47 & 48 of the 1922 Irish Constitution; however, 
people will have the opportunity to take into consideration the International 
advice, advancements and support from countries that currently use people-
initiated referendums within their political systems.  
 

6.3 Step three: One year after the first sitting of the People’s Assembly, a 
referendum like no other would be held in Ireland. The referendum on the 
devised mechanisms will present a change to the Irish Constitution and put 
real power in the hands of Irish citizens. 

 

7. WHAT NEXT? 
	
It is clear that the people of Ireland are tired and disillusioned with the level of 
corruption, deceit, and cronyism within Irish politics. The people have become 
educated and can think for themselves. The people of Ireland want change and are 
ready for change. This is clearly evident by the levels of public unrest and protests 
on a variety of issues. It’s also one of the reasons why a number of new political 
parties are being announced. Whilst new political parties introduce fresh political 
ideas, the fact remains that the people have no means to hold the elected 
politicians accountable.  
 
The 1Yi is different.  
 
This initiative has one specific purpose. It does not wish to direct people how to 
think or vote. The initiative is asking people to decide if they want to use their vote 
to decide Ireland’s future instead of what currently takes place. This initiative does 
not discriminate against any Political Party or Independent politician who wishes to 
be elected. The purpose of the initiative is to ensure that all future governments 
truly represent the people, become accountable to the people, and give the power 
back to the people.  
 
If you want to be part of 1Yi, there are only three things left to do: 
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7.1 Communication 
Start talking about the initiative and sharing it with your family, friends and 
acquaintances. Let’s make this a red-line issue in the next general election. Let us, 
the people of Ireland, make ‘people-initiated referendums’ the number one 
condition on which politicians are elected in the next general election. This initiative 
will be presented to every political party and individual politician standing for 
election. We will be making every citizen in Ireland aware of 1Yi and the benefits. 
We will also make the media aware of 1Yi. 
 
7.2 Support 
This is the most important aspect. We need your support. If you support the 1Yi, 
please only vote for a politician who declares in writing that they support this 
initiative and will call for a referendum to include ‘people-initiated’ referendums in 
the Irish Constitution. Please do not vote for any political party or politician who 
will not declare in writing their personal support for 1Yi. If they will not declare their 
support, it clearly means they DO NOT want change. The people of Ireland have 
been taken for fools for too long. It’s time to upgrade the political system that 
supports everyone instead of the few.  
 
The 1Yi will have a website, a Facebook page, a Twitter account, a smart phone 
app, and there will be campaign meetings held across the country over the coming 
weeks and months. The website and app will contain up to date information from 
across Ireland on each and every politician as to whether or not they have declared 
their support. You will be able to use this information to help determine for whom 
you wish to vote in the next general election. It means that no politician will be able 
to seek election without you knowing whether or not the politician supports 1Yi.  
 
7.3 Implementation 
If the initiative is successful, the government will establish an independent People’s 
Assembly to begin the process of managing the referendum. The People’s 
Assembly would be made up of approximately one hundred members of the public 
from across each county in Ireland. The assembly will be a random selection of 
those who wish to participate. Ideally, it will be a cross section of Irish society and 
include stay-at-home-moms, farmers, community workers, public servants, 
unemployed, the private sector, small business owners, public representatives, as 
well as project managers. Too often, government projects do not progress quickly 
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due to politics, lack of skills and lack of management. This project must become one 
of the most successful projects in Irish history.  

 

8. Recommendation for implementation summary  
 

Our recommendations for Implementation  
 

1. The General Election is held. 
 

2. The elected representatives will call for / support government to establish a 
People’s Assembly within twenty-four (24) weeks of the government taking 
office. The People’s Assembly will devise the mechanism to support people-
initiated referendums (Public Veto and Public Initiatives). 

 
3. The People’s Assembly will be a representation of Irish society. It would be 

made up of approximately one hundred members of the public from across 
each county in Ireland. It would include citizens from every walk of life who 
wish to participate.  Ideally, it will be a cross section of Irish society and 
include stay-at-home-moms, farmers, community workers, public servants, 
unemployed, the private sector, small business owners, public representatives, 
as well as project managers. It would also include four of the1Yi campaign 
volunteers. 

 
4. A position on the People’s Assembly will have no preconditions. Anyone who 

wishes to participate will have the opportunity to do so if they have been 
randomly selected. The names will be drawn randomly from the electoral 
register in each county in Ireland and in proportion to the population. (A 
minimum of two delegates per county) The campaign volunteers who wish to 
participate will be decided by a majority vote by the registered campaign 
volunteers. 

 
5. The People’s Assembly will have responsibility for devising a process outlining 

how ‘people-initiated’ referendums will work in practice. This will include 
details from the moment a citizen feels it necessary to initiate a referendum 
right through to the point in time when the referendum will take place. The 
assembly will invite the appropriate political and legal experts to present and 



Revision	24-Updated	18th	January	2016	 13	

advise on the various aspects prior to the assembly agreeing what is best for 
Ireland. Guests should include International experts from Switzerland, Italy and 
representation of the six counties. 
 

6. There will be a completely independent chairperson for the assembly and the 
minutes of each forum will be made available after each meeting. Ideally, the 
meetings will be streamed live for those who wish to watch meetings in real-
time.  

 
7. The legal experts will formulate the Constitutional amendments based upon 

the mechanism agreed by the assembly.  
 

8. The public representatives will take the appropriate action to ensure the Bill 
passes through each of the legislative process to initiate the referendum on 
the constitutional amendments.  

 
9. The referendum will be held with citizens knowing the exact mechanism if the 

majority of people in Ireland vote and decide to introduce ‘people-initiated’ 
referendums into the Irish Constitution. 

 
At a maximum period of one and a half years after the next government takes office, 
a referendum like no other could be held in Ireland. The referendum will present a 
change to the Irish Constitution. An upgrade to the political system will be 
presented to the people of Ireland from the people of Ireland. Every Irish citizen will 
have the privilege to vote and secure Ireland’s future forever. 
 
We ask you to please consider all of the above and particularly the benefits to you, 
your family and our future generations.  
 
Thank you for your support 
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9. QUESTIONS and ANSWERS 
	
9.1 Question How do you ensure politicians support this initiative? 

 Answer 

Any politician who claims to represent the people of 
Ireland BUT WILL NOT publicly declare in writing their 
support for this initiative cannot be trusted. This initiative 
will implement an element of true democracy in Ireland 
and give the power back to the people. Therefore, if a 
politician can’t support it, he / she is confirming they DO 
NOT want to give the power to the people of Ireland. 
Therefore DO NOT vote for such a politician. 

9.2 Question 
What happens if a politician declares support for The 1Yi 
and then doesn’t support the initiative once elected – 
He/she doesn’t call for the referendum? 

 Answer 

Knowing the levels of deceit and corruption in Irish politics, 
this could happen. This is the most important reason why 
Irish people should support 1Yi and vote only those who 
declare their support in writing. If the number of politicians 
who support the initiative is high, then the deceit of one 
politician will not affect the initiative. The referendum on 
adding ‘people-initiated’ referendums into the Irish 
Constitution will go ahead. If successful and ‘people-
initiated’ referendums are included, the people of Ireland 
will have a method to remove the deceitful politician from 
office! People-initiated referendums will ensure elected 
politicians will no longer be elected, make irresponsible 
decisions and then sit in government for five (5) years 
receiving a salary and then a pension. If elected politicians 
do not do what they said they would, people will have the 
power to remove them and have them replaced. 
 

9.3 Question 
Could a referendum on the recall of an underperforming or 
corrupt political representative take place at constituency 
level rather than nationwide? 

 Answer This very point needs to be considered in the future but 



Revision	24-Updated	18th	January	2016	 15	

we are not proposing recall as part of this initiative. It’s 
local constituents who vote local representatives, so there 
needs to be a mechanism that allows constituents to 
‘recall’ their local representative if the person isn’t 
performing or is found guilty of corruption. The process / 
mechanism would need to be extremely robust but it is not 
part of the 1Yi objective.  
 

9.4 Question Can any Political Party support the initiative  - 1Yi? 

 Answer 

Yes. All Political Parties and also any Independent 
Politician can support this initiative. The 1Yi does not 
require people to change their economic, social or 
environmental views and opinions. It simply ensures that 
the power ultimately rests with the people, not politicians.  
PLEASE NOTE: If any politician questions the purpose of 
this initiative, people should question the politician’s 
motives.  

9.5 Question 
Does this initiative support left wing, center or right wing 
politics? Socialism or capitalism or otherwise? 

 Answer 

Every person in Ireland, irrespective of their views and 
opinions on economic, social, and environmental matters 
can support 1Yi. Nothing changes in this regard. People 
should vote for the person who best represents their views. 
This initiative simply asks voters to implement a change 
that protects the Irish citizens and future generations. It 
ensures citizens can protect the country against politicians 
who fail to represent the views of their constituents when 
elected.  

9.6 Question 
If any citizen can call for a ‘people-initiated’ referendum, 
does this mean the country will grind to a halt because 
precious time will be spent on referendums? 

 Answer 

No. This is one of the key benefits of the new political 
system. It has been proven to have the opposite effect. 
Governments / Politicians are less likely to introduce 
measures that suit the few rather than the majority. This is 
because they know the people have the opportunity to call 
for a referendum and, if necessary, remove the politicians 
from office.  
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9.7 Question 
I like this initiative, so how can I ensure it works and Irish 
politics are changed forever? 

 Answer 

All this initiative needs to be successful is your support. If 
everybody supports 1Yi, then only those politicians who 
support 1Yi will get votes in the next general election. 
Once the right politicians are in government, they can then 
take the next steps to change the political system and hold 
a referendum on the topic. Your vote is precious. This time 
you can literally take back your power, you can take back 
your future. 

9.8 Question What’s 1Yi’s position on homelessness and water charges 

 Answer 

1Yi is not a political party. We can't impact those things 
but we know if we had people-initiated referendums in the 
Irish Constitution, then the people could have a greater, 
stronger voice on such matters. 1Yi has one single focus: 
to demand politicians support a referendum to have 
people-initiated referendums added to the constitution. 
People should vote the party / politician of their choice; 
however, do not vote for a politician who does not declare 
in writing their support for the 1Yi campaign.  

9.9 Question 
Will there be any political parties or politicians who will 
automatically agree with the 1Yi objective and support it? 

 Answer 

Yes. There are some political parties who will no doubt 
support the 1Yi because one of their political policies is in 
line with the 1Yi objective regarding democracy & the 
political system. As a political party, they will have other 
policies on various topics such as the economy, social 
issues, environment, etc. Political parties need people to 
vote for the party based upon its policies. Post-election, 
the party elected may then try and implement people-
initiated referendums, along with their other policies, after 
gaining office. 

9.10 Question 
Why is the 1Yi campaign different to Political Party 
campaigns? 

 Answer 

The 1Yi campaign is completely different. 1Yi is a pre-
election campaign with one single objective. We are 
asking people to use the power of their vote and vote for 
the politician of their choice, with one proviso - as long as 
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the politician signs a declaration agreeing to support the 
1Yi objective and call for the establishment of the People’s 
Assembly and subsequent referendum if elected.  

9.11 Question 
How do we guarantee politicians who sign the 1Yi 
Declaration to call a referendum will follow through? 

 Answer 

There are no guarantees. Knowing the levels of deceit and 
corruption in Irish politics, this could happen. This is the 
most important reason why Irish people should support 1Yi 
and vote only those who declare their support in writing. If 
the number of politicians who support the initiative is high, 
then the deceit of a few politicians will not affect the 
initiative. The referendum on adding ‘people-initiated’ 
referendums into the Irish Constitution will go ahead. We 
also need to keep in mind: 1) There is absolutely no reason 
the political parties/politicians you give your vote to will do 
what they promise you. Asking them to sign a declaration 
is more than what they do today. 2) We are going into a 
General Election like never before. The majority of people 
in Ireland know they can’t trust most political parties 
anymore because the political system protects them when 
they are in government. 3) There are going to be many 
new parties and Independents who are going to stand for 
election with the support of their communities - people 
they know and see daily. Some of these new parties will / 
are supporting 1Yi because it is in line with their own 
policies. 4) If the government do not call the referendum, it 
would draw attention to the serious political issue both in 
Ireland and abroad.  
PS: We would also have the signed declarations of all the 
politicians that lied to their electorate. 

9.12 Question 
How would you avoid it becoming too easy to call a 
referendum and prevent them occurring too frequently? 

 Answer 

The key is the number of signatures required to trigger a 
referendum and perhaps the spread of the signatures from 
across the different counties. We believe the basis to 
begin discussions and determining / agreeing the number 
could be those used in Articles 47 & 48 of the 1922 
Constitution. These ranged from 50,000 – 75,000 
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signatures required. We recognise this might appear 
outdated as there have been a number of advancements 
made in other countries, such as Switzerland, who use 
these mechanisms. However, they are a good place to 
start. Another possibility to avoid referendums occurring 
too frequently could be the inclusion of a limit on the 
numbers held annually. Or perhaps they could be held on 
a specific day each year. These aspects of the mechanism 
are some of the matters that will be reviewed and decided 
upon by the People’s Assembly. 

9.13 Question 
How many signatures would be required? Would this be an 
absolute figure or a percentage of registered voters? 

 Answer 
A percentage of the electoral register could be part of the 
mechanism, but all options will be analysed and decided 
upon by the People’s Assembly. 

9.14 Question 
How would signatures be gathered and verified? Would 
the involvement of commercial entities be permitted in this 
process? 

 Answer 

The gathering and verification of signatures will be a new 
process that could become part of the Referendum 
Commission’s role/responsibilities, or perhaps an 
Independent Public body, but all options should be 
reviewed. One of the most important aspects of this 
process is the integrity and credibility of the body. It’s 
imperative that the public and the government alike must 
have total faith in the agreed process. 

9.15 Question 

Could multiple referendums be held on one day for 
efficiency purposes, or could referendums be deferred to 
the date of the next election (rarely more than two years 
away)? 

 Answer 

Both options are feasible. The idea of multiple 
referendums on a single day could be cost effective and 
efficient, but all options will be considered by the People’s 
Assembly. 

9.16 Question 

How would the wording for the constitutional amendment 
be decided, and at what point in the process? Would there 
be specialist legal involvement in this (e.g. from the 
Attorney General’s office)? 
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 Answer 

There would be a number of amendments required to the 
Constitution in order to include people-initiated 
referendums. We would envisage specialist legal 
involvement in the People’s Assembly right from the 
outset. They would also be tasked with ensuring all the 
constitutional amendments are identified and also 
presented prior to the People’s referendum.  

9.17 Question 
What would happen if two competing initiatives emerged 
on the same issue (e.g. one pro-life and another pro-
choice)? Who would decide which would go on the ballot? 

 Answer 

Competing initiatives could appear on the ballot as they 
are opposites; however, such scenarios demonstrate the 
reasons why we believe there is a need for a People’s 
Assembly and a period of twelve months to devise the 
mechanism prior to the People’s referendum.    

9.18 Question 
Who would decide whether a referendum was on the 
“same issue” as a previous referendum for the purposes of 
the minimum time period? 

 Answer 
We believe this decision making could be the 
responsibility of the Independent body; however, better 
alternatives could be identified at the People’s Assembly. 

9.19 Question 

Would your proposed reforms on the regulation of the 
referendum process be legislative only (and thus 
susceptible to repeal or amendment), or would they be set 
out in the Constitution? 

 Answer 

We believe that the mechanism for people-initiated 
referendums, including the proposed reforms on 
regulation of the referendum process, should be set out in 
the Constitution. We believe it’s imperative that the 
mechanism devised for people-initiated referendums 
should be protected from change unless the changes are 
decided upon by the people. 

 
 
 



Revision	24-Updated	18th	January	2016	 20	

10. PAPER REVISIONS since public launch 
 
To ensure the paper and process remains inclusive and transparent, we are 
documenting and recording all revisions that enhance the document.  
 
Date Section Details 
18/01/2016 8.4 It was suggested that the people who 

will form the People’s Assembly are 
randomly selected from the electoral 
register than randomly drawn from a list 
of people who apply to partcipate in the 
People’s Assembly. This ensures that the 
assembly is not attended with people 
who are ‘in tune’ with politics and help 
ensure that everyone who wishes to 
participate in democratic process of 
voting gets an opportunity to participate 
in enhancing democracy in Ireland. The 
revised wording will read: A position 
on the People’s Assembly wil l  have 
no preconditions. Anyone who 
wishes to participate wil l  have the 
opportunity to do so if they have 
been randomly selected. The 
names wil l  be drawn randomly 
from the electoral register in each 
county in Ireland and in proportion 
to the population. (A minimum of 
two delegates per county) The 
campaign volunteers who wish to 
participate wil l  be decided by a 
majority vote by the registered 
campaign volunteers.  

   
 


